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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election without traverse of Group 1, claims 1-17,36-55.74-91, and 
109 in the reply filed on November 28, 2006 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-14,17,36-55,74-88,91, and 109 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Lilly (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 
2002/0156723). 

Referring to claim 1 . Lilly discloses a method for providing messages to a user 
located at a client system attached to a network while the client system is displaying a 
web page associated with a web site provided by a web server through the network, the 
method comprising: 

• Obtaining a financial account limit and an outstanding balance of a financial 
account associated with the user (Lilly: figure 3a); 
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• Determining that the user is attempting to purchase an item from the web site 
using the financial account (Lilly: paragraph 78); 

• Analyzing a cost of the item against the financial account limit associated with the 
financial account (Lilly: paragraph 89); and 

• Presenting a message for display along with the web page based on the 
analysis, wherein the message indicates an updated status of the financial 
account assuming the user purchases the item from the web site using the 
financial account (Lilly: paragraphs 49-50). 

Referring to claims 2-3. Lilly further disclose a method wherein determining that 
the user is attempting to purchase the item from the web comprises determining that the 
user has selected a trigger or an option that indicates or reflects that the user is 
attempting to purchase the item (Lilly: paragraph 78). 

Referring to claim 4. Lilly further discloses a method wherein analyzing the cost 
of the item against a financial account limit associated with the financial account 
comprises: 

• Determining whether a sum of the cost of the item and the outstanding balance 
exceeds the financial account limit (Lilly: paragraphs 81-82); 

• Presenting a message reflecting an offer to increase the financial account limit 
when the sum is above the financial account limit (Lilly: paragraphs 81-82). 
Referring to claim 5. Lilly further discloses a method wherein obtaining a 

financial account limit and an outstanding balance of a financial account associated with 
the user comprises: 
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• Ranking the financial account based on a current status of the account (Lilly: 
paragraph 49); 

• Determining whether a sum of the cost of the item and the outstanding balance 
exceeds the financial account limit (Lilly: paragraphs 81-82); 

• Notifying the user that the financial account limit will be exceeded if the item is 
purchased using the financial account based on whether the sum is above the 
financial account limit and the rank of the financial account (Lilly: paragraphs 49- 
50). 

Referring to claim 6. Lilly further discloses a method wherein the message 
reflects an indication that the financial account limit will be exceeded if the item is 
purchased using the financial account (Lilly: paragraphs 81-82). 

Referring to claim 7. Claim 7 is rejected under the same rationale set forth 

above. 

Referring to claim 8. Lilly further discloses a method wherein the steps of 
determining that the web site provided by the web server is included within a list of web 
sites, obtaining, determining that the user is attempting to purchase an item from the 
web site, analyzing, and presenting, are each performed by an application located at the 
client system (Lilly: paragraphs 99-101). 

Referring to claim 9. Lilly further discloses a method wherein the steps of 
obtaining a financial account limit and analyzing the outstanding balance are performed 
by a financial account issuer (Lilly: paragraph 39). 
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Referring to claims 10-11. Claims 10-11 are rejected under the same rationale 
set forth above. 

Referring to claim 12. Lilly further discloses a method wherein the message 
includes an indication reflecting a number of payments at a determined amount that the 
user would have to make to a financial account issuer if the item is purchased with the 
financial account (Lilly: paragraph 115). 

Referring to claim 13. Lilly further discloses a method wherein the determined 
amount is selected by the user (Lilly: paragraph 125). 

Referring to claim 14. Lilly further discloses a method wherein the message 
includes an indication reflecting a payment amount that the user would periodically have 
to make to a financial account issuer to pay off the purchase price of the item (Lilly: 
paragraph 126). 

Referring to claim 17. Lilly further discloses a method including obtaining 
account information including interest rate (Lilly: paragraph 50). 

Referring to claims 36-45. Claims 36-45 are rejected under the same rationale 
set forth above. 

Referring to claims 46-47. Lilly further discloses a medium wherein the client 
system executes a browser for rendering the web page that is displayed at the client 
system, and wherein the message is displayed on top of a browser window (Lilly: 
paragraphs 46 & 78). The examiner submits that it is old and well known in the art to 
display messages from web site by using scrolling messages and pop-up windows. 
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Referring to claims 48-55 J4-88.91, and 109. Claims 48-55,74-88,91, and 109 
are rejected under the same rationale set forth above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title,, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 15-16 and 89-90 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Lilly (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0156723) in 

view of Ehrlich (U.S. Patent No. 6,873,968). 

Referring to claims 15-16 and 89-90. Lilly disclose all of the above but does not 
expressly disclose a method or system wherein a message indicates that an item may 
be purchased at an alternate web site for an amount lower than that offered by the web 
site. Ehrlich discloses system and methods for relaying messages to users indicating 
that an item may be purchased at an alternate web site for an amount lower than that 
offered by the web site (Ehrlich: abstract and column 4, line 62 - column 5, line 19). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's 
invention to have modified the method and system of Lilly to have included a message 
indicates that an item may be purchased at an alternate web site for an amount lower 
than that offered by the web site, as taught by Ehrlich, in order to allow the customer to 
receive the lowest price for items (Ehrlich: column 5, lines 37-46). 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Joao (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2001/0051920) discloses systems 
and methods for financial transaction notification. 

• Early (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0004868) discloses systems 
and methods for managing credit account products with adjustable credit limits. 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Jason B. Dunham whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8109. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Patent Examiner 
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